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ALSACE-LORRAINE LOYALLY FRENCH DESPITE COST -

All Classes Agree That Liberty Is Better Than Prosperity

Restored Provinces Suffering Under Wide-
spread Business Depression and Severe
Economic Handicaps After Three Years of
Repossession, Yet People Never Waver

HE third anniversary of
France's recovery of her lost
provinces, Alsace and Lor-

raine, will occur next Friday, No-
vember 25. On that daye three
years ago, the Tricolor was hoisted
on the tower of Strasbourg’s beau-
tiful cathedral after fifty years of
banishment.

There are few, if any, con-
sequences of the war more interest-
ing or more important than the ef.
fort France is making to assimilate
Alsace and Lorraine after a half
century of German domination.
To learn the results of three years
of this effort, THE NEW YORK
HERALD recently sent the chief
of its Paris Bureau to the two
provinces to make a therough
study. His article follows:

By LAURENCE HILLS.
Special Correapondence to THE New York
HunraLp,
Copyright, 1921, by THe New Yok HERALD,

New York Herald Bureau, |
Paris, Nov. 8, |

0O-DAY, three years after the German

I troops retired across the Rhine,
Alsace-Lorraine is topsyturvy land.
Perhaps it would be better to call it a land
only half turned around. How long it will
take to turn the other half is hard to tell.

In their fifty years of administration
the Germans had made Alsace-Lorraine
face the fatherland, never patriotically, but
economically and by force politically, They
had Germanized the schools, Germanized
all the system of law and pretty well Ger-
manized all of the business practice,

The people who believed that Alsace-Lor-
raine after these fifty years could be turned
completely around over night and made to
face France had not counted upon all this.
The fact that it is only half turned around
after three years of desperate struggling
with the problem by the French adminis-
tration is to them the cause to-day of much
disappointment and complaint. The real
Alsatians who want to be French are com-
rlaining bitterly that they are yvet neither
one thing nor the other. French politi-
cians are complaining that this is because
the people of Alsace-Lorraine do not seem
to want to be either one thing or the other.

As one French official in Strashourg ex-
pressed it to Tur New Yorx Henarp cor-
respondent: “We tried to put on a ready-
made French suit here and found that they
had to have one made to order.”

Half the Laws Are German
And Language Is a Jumble

That the country iz only half turned
around is evident the moment one-crosses
the Vosges, TFifty per cent. of the laws
under which the people are living and try-
ing to do business are still German laws.
A man does business under the Frenc
commercial law, but goes to jail under
the German penal code. French teachers
in the schools are trying to teach the
three Rs in French to children whose lan-
guage many of them do not speak. The
universities are without their full comple-
ment of professors because there have not
heen found enough Frenchmen or enough
intellectuala among the Alsace-Lorraine
propulation to take the places of the German
intellectuals, all of whom cleared out of
the country after the armistice and have
been forbidden to reenter it.

Out of this half turned around situation
with its resultant confusion and complaint
German propagandists inside and outside
of Algace-Lorraine are now trying to make
all the capital they can, They are pointing
to the present malaise as evidence that the
German peace delegation was justified in
asking a plebiscite before this reglon was
restored to France. They are insisting
that if self-determination were applied to
this region to-day it would either vote to
be German again or a neutral State under
the Teague of Natlons.

Nothing could be further from the fact,
Neither at the time of the Peace Confer-
ence nor at any time since would the senti-
ment of this region justify such claima,
Of course, a plebiscite would be out of the
guestion, anyway. Nothing but superior
ferece will ever take these provinces away
from France again,

That Alsace-Lorraine was not a mistake
of the Peace Conference so far as the
wishes of a majority of its population were
concerned onme can find who goes there.
Tue Heraun correspondent convineed him-
solf of this after a trip made from one
end to the other of this interesting region.
Resembling Pennsylvania, it {8 probahbly
richer than any other corresponding area
of France, with iron, coal, oil and potash
under its soil, highly organized industries
and well tilled, fertlle farmas. Agricul-

turally it can produce enough to feed its
1,700,000 people; industriously it can turn
cut three times more than they need.

Had there been a plebiscite immediately
following the armistice, with the pure Ger-
mans disqualified from voting, it probably
would have shown 98 per cent. in favor of
French citizenship. Enthusiasm for France
was then at its height. A return to French
citizenship, to the democratic Government
of France with its laissez faire policy with
the citizen, as contrasted with the German
regime from which they had just escaped,
seemed like the dawn of the political mil-
lennium.

If a plebiscite were held to-day undoubt-
edly the French vote would be found some-
what diminished. No pot of gold has been
found and the rainbow has faded before
hard realities. Tmrr NEw York Herarp
correspondent, travelling from end to end
of the two provinces, heard various esti-
mates given by representatives of all
classes as to what a plebiscite might show.
In the region adjoining the Sarre the
miners are out-and-out Germans for the
most part, but taking Alsace and Lorraine
altogether perhaps 756 or 80 per cent. of the
population is solidly French and wounld
vote for France even were conditions far
worse. A small percentage might vote to
try the experiment of a neutral State.
Most of the malcontents would abstain
from voting. The German vote to-day
would be almost negligible,

This was not only the testimony pf busi-
ness men in Mulhouse, Strasbourg and Metz
but it was the estimate of representatives
of the workers themselves, of school teach
ers and those in touch with the trend of
publie sentiment. The head of the labor

/

movement in Alsace-Lorraine, Herr Koes-
sler, said:

“We are disappointed at many things.
We see the cost of living here higher than
anywhere else in France, and when our
people protested with a general strike
against a reduction in wages made in the
face of this we saw the French Government
use troops for the firet time in our country
against the strikers. Never once did the
Germans send troops against the working-
men of this country. But the French Gov-
ernment would have to do more than this
to change our people. They are for France.
It is tradition; nothing will ever change
them.” i

The head of one of the largest industries
in Strasbourg whose family has lived for
gonerations in Alsace-Lorraine put it this
way.

“Wea have lost virtually all of our busi-
ness with the Germans and now have our
back up agalnst an economic rampart. We
know that that rampart will always be
there and we know that Franece cannot
begin hergelf to consume what we produce.
Therefore we must contract, at least for a
long while. We are no longer part of the
German economiec empire and we are dis
advantageously situated with respect to

Franeo. Orders have stopped from Ger-
many and are not coming from France.
There {8 no unemployment across the

Rhine and there Is here,

“French capital {s not like the German.
It does not go Into industrials, and we are
a country of industries depending largely
on outside capital. Production now is
wbout 70 per cent, and getting worse, while
the Germans have all the orders they can
fill, and we would have been in the same
position. But we would not change back.
We would rather he Krench than German,
cost what it may, and while perhaps 20 per
cent. of our population ls disappointed and
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Colmar, en fete for a French holiday, displays the Stars and Stripes as well as the Tricolor.
scene p;ctured is chanacteristic of all Alsace-Lorraine,
provincial costumes marching past the Strasbourg Cathedral.

In the lower picture are seen little Alsatian girls in
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disafected, enough perhaps to be against
the French at present, scarcely any of them
would tell you they actually preferred Ger-
many."”

In general here are the three main causes
for what at the present time is the trouble
in Alsace-Lorraine:

1. The fact that more than 300,000
pure Germans remain Intermingled
with the native population largely be
causa of the clause of the peace treaty
permitting those married to Alsatian
women to take the eitizenship of their
wives. This I8 an irritating factor to
the French admlinistration and to all
with decided pro-French sympathies.

2. The ecdnomic situation, worse
here than elsewhere through the loss
of the German market and the faflure
to secure orders from France, nine
tenths of the industries being reduced
to & very low output, while living and
production costs, due to the long haul
required for French goods, have risen
to a point where the general cost of
living Is to-day 16 per cent. higher
than elsewhere in France.

4. The religlous quoullnn involved
in the maintenance or aholition of the
old concordat between church and
State, which Alsace-Lorraine had pre
served under the German regime after
it had been abollshed in France, and
which the Catholle clergy, wielding
tromendous power among the people
desire to see continued, even though
abgolutely inconsistent with the French
law of separation. Not only is this
acting as a bar to the complete incor-
poration of these departments into the
governmental syatem of France but it
has made of the clergy a dissenting
eloment Lo some extent In the matter

of the introduction of the French lan-

guage in the schools,

It is estimated that before the war there
were nearly 400,000 immigrant Germans in
Alsace-Lorralne out of a total population
of about 1,800,000, Perhaps 60 per cent. of
these were Prussians. On the other hand,
g7 per cent. of the total population spoke
the German language ag a mother tongue.
The number of real Germans quadrupled in
thirty-five vears. It was just enough to
halance the steady exodus of the Alsatians
canged by their treatment.

After the armistice many of the Germans
left overnight. Others awaited the treaty,
which for many turned out more favorable
than they had supposed. The clausge in the
treaty permitting all German males who
lind marrled women of Alsace-Lorraine
nationality to elect, between ' German and
French cltizenship s attributed to nine out
of ten of the remonstrants directly to Mr.
Wilson. The idea has been spread persist-
ently that he actually drew it himself and
forced it through over French remon-
girances after it was pointed out that the
Germans had expelled all of the French
$rom the region after 1871,

Since the treaty came Into effect upward
of 200,000 Germang, a majority of Prussian
rationality, have taken advantage of this
clause and assumed the nstionality of
thelr wivea and have all the rights of
French eltizens. The bulk of them are
workingmen, Some are amall business men
and some even large Industrials. There
are 85,000 in Strasbourg. A Prussian Gen-
eral, one of the defenders of Metz, having
married an Alzatlan, elected to remaln as a
French eftlzen, but this was too much.
After enduring the situation for a few
months he decided to go back to Prussia

Nefore the war the police mostly were

Germans. Many married women of the
country and promptly took advantage of
the treaty clause. A rreat many of them
have been permitted to remain on the po
lice forece. The chief of the detectives in
Strashourg, a man named Scherf, belonged
to this class. Last month he
ered to have been carrying French
aud military secrets regularly across the
Hhine. He escaped before he could be
arrested, Investigation brought out the fact
t"at Scherf, though a German, had actually

was discoy

police

heen employed to watch certain worthy
burghers of Strasbourg, real Alsatians,
vhose lovalty he had reported as heing
under suspicion. This seandal has reached
Meace-Lorraine from end to end It is
only one many instances of the good
nature of the present French administra
tion emphasizing the Iaissez faire policy

The French Government, to give it credit
has tried to apply leniency, ns far as
gible, to a people who had had draconian
laws. Not only are there these 200,000 Ger-
mans who are already citizens
through their wives, but there are perhaps
100,000 Germans scottered through
the country to whom have been granted
permits de sefour entitling them to remain.
The hulk of them are laborers, workers in
the mines in Lorralne. Not anly have they
been allowed to remain, but the French
Governm unwilling to copy the geverity
of the Germans, who threw every French:
man out of the country, has restored their
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Many Business Houses
Have Changed Ownership

After November 11 37,000 of these Ger
mans will apply for French naturalization
under Article 3 of the Alsace-Lorraine
chapter of the treaty giving this rlght to
those who were In the country before war
wWHE I!. 1ar I

The « ssion of this additional number
of Germans is today the thema of many
articles in the press. Once a German al-

wave a German, {a the eontention.

Up to January 1 there had been a total
of 15,257 sequestrations, but the number of
mginess concerns which have changed
hande 1 not as large as might he supposed,

The Germans who had come to Alsace and
lorraine were not the smg!l merchant
class; they wera the professional class,

the large Industrials, managers. function-

arles and laborers. The husinecsses seized
have helonged for the moat part to the
Iarge industrial class, In Lorraine 60 per
cent. of the business in point of capital
investerd estimated to have changed
hands. In Strasbourg, Colmar and Mul

house it {8 probably lesa than 30 per cent,
becanse hera the larger industries helonged
for the most part to Alsatians save for the
potash mines, where all but one company
belonged to German capitalists

The iron mines and mflls In the Lor
raina Adisteiet, which were divided be the
Government Into elght groups, represent
an Investment of French capital
amounting to nearly 600,000,000
Unquestionably

alone
france
below their

this was {ox

Ore Production One-
third Less the Output
of 1913; Wages Three
Times the Amount
>aid 1n Germany

M. ALPAPETITE.
Commissioner-General for the re-
stored French provinces, Alsace-Lor-
raine. .

represented o trey
gain for French capital s have all of
the sequestrations.

The potash mines of Als

value and
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ment These mines were 1]

the Germans before the war at 30,000,004
marks. This, however, was when their pro
duetion was restricted to 15 per cent

the total German output, As their pr
tion now has reached a million tons &
as compared with the 300,000 tons allowed
in 1913 and can be rapidly {nereased T ne
it will be seen what
the French capitalist has of
At present all these mines
erated by the sequestrator,
The Alsatians who have subscribed con-
siderable part of the
mines taken over from the G«
formed into a single company to
production costs. A commission of the
French Chamber has decided waver, ti
split them into companfes Behind thi
the Alsatians see French Thi
has tied up for two vears the disposition
of one of the richest
has caused no end «

PESATY, rich prizs
fored to hin

peing op

capital
rmant

heapen

politics

2 of the war an«

Not only has mu business changed
hands but naturally the higher places in
the posts and rallways. But here [t should
bhe said to the credit of the French that
they have not imitated the Germans in

excluding Alsati:
Take the post «

10 higher place
or example, in Alsace
Of thess 1

with 8,000 employee 1,200 w
Germans who left with the armlies I
their places are 130 French and the rest
Alsatians, N rally the Alsatians
for all the johs and those who did not get
promoted are raising the ery of Fren
injustice, but the m irity of the busir
men do not indorse this

On the economie side Alsace-Lorraine
perhape the best example on a large scale
of the enormous dislocation produced by
the peace treaty Boe i1l for the
moment, it Is almost as bad as If one
the New England States suddenly foun
itgalf annexed to Cannda with wages and

the TUnited Statea

production
ahout one-third those acros
The great market for this great indu
trial region had been 1t hi uh....-t
Over the bridges at Strashourg poured a
never ending stream of goodas hoth ways
To«lay 1t Is only a trickle, and this
the fact that for five years the
vides that all of the products of these three
now French departments should enter Ger

rosta  in

% the line

AcCrosg

treaty pro

many duty free If the French Government
gn elected: as 1t has, The purpose of this
clauge has been largely amd most unex
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